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January 31, 2011
Everything you need to know is either on this sheet or on the website, www.smnsl.org
Welcome to the Spring ‘11 season. The Northern Soccer League is a recreational league co-sponsored by St. Mary’s County Recreation and Parks. Our objective is to provide you and your children the opportunity to participate in a fun and inexpensive soccer program. The league receives no funds or financial assistance from Recreation and Parks. We are self-sufficient and pay for all referees, equipment, lights, and other expenses from league funds. Registration fees will be $50.00 for one player, $80.00 for two players, $110.00 for three players, and $20.00 for each additional player. There will be a $25 late registration fee per family for registrations received after February 19th and registrations will be closed after February 27th.  Any registration requests after Feb 27th will be addressed by division managers to fill open roster slots, if available.  No refunds will be given after team uniforms are distributed.

Youth games will be played on Saturdays at Chaptico Park, on Rt. 234 in Chaptico. All games will start promptly at the designated game times; please have your child at the field at least 15 minutes prior to game time, ready to play. The U-19 and Adult division teams will play on Friday nights at Lettie Dent – Fifth District Park; games may also be played Saturday nights depending on registration levels. 

Volunteers
Thank you to all those who volunteer every season as coaches, team parents, and in the concession stand.  The league is always looking for volunteers.  We will always have turnover of board members and we always need help.  If you are willing to help out please come to the concession stand or contact Kim Pelczar our volunteer coordinator.
IMPORTANT!!  Please call your division manager (numbers are on the back of this sheet) for all team placement issues.
Team Assignments / Practices:  Coaches will contact their players after March 23rd and inform you of the practice location, days, and times. We try to accommodate registration requests (particular practice location, days, etc.), but this is not always possible. Your cooperation and understanding is needed to allow the league the flexibility needed to assign players into equitable teams while accommodating the coaches’ work schedules and our limited field availability. Although we have multiple practice locations, there is usually more than one team at any particular practice field. Carpooling is a possibility parents should consider if conflicts arise. If your child cannot make it to a particular practice or game, please notify your coach. Also, please do not bring your child to practices or games, drop them off, and leave. If an emergency arises and the coach must leave, you must be there to receive your child. Likewise, if your child should become injured on the field, you need to be there. Your cooperation is appreciated.

Division Structure:  We will continue with U6 and U7 divisions.  This will allow children to play with and against others at the same age.  This will help promote better competition and hopefully eliminate major mismatches.  Additionally, children below the U13 division will be required to play in their age appropriate divisions.  There will be no more “playing up”.  This decision has been made to promote competition, fairness, and safety. 
For the U19 division: We plan to form teams for 11v11 games.  However, should registrations be insufficient to form enough teams, we will play pick-up style soccer Friday nights.  We hope this is not necessary, but we would like to give all players an opportunity to play recreational soccer.

A child must turn 4 years of age by March 31, 2011 to play in the U5 division.
Equipment:  In addition to the team shirt and socks (provided by the league), all players are required to wear their full uniform at each game, including shin guards and shorts. All players will be wearing black shorts this season.  Players not wearing shin guards will not be permitted to play. Players may wear soccer cleats or tennis shoes (no baseball or football cleats). We have a used cleat exchange at the concession stand if you are interested; take what you need and contribute used cleats if you can. 
When the weather is cold, players may wear sweat pants. Other types of long pants or jeans are not allowed. Sweatshirts may be worn under the team shirt but hoods must be tucked inside the jersey. No player will be allowed to wear hats or jewelry of any kind. 

Earrings are not permitted under any circumstances.  We do not allow players to put band aids or tape over them.  Please consider this prior to having your child’s ears pierced.  Allow sufficient time before the season, so that they can be removed during games.
Concession Stand:  The league will continue operating the concession stands, selling pizza, nachos, hot-dogs, drinks, candy, and snacks as staffing permits. Your patronage is appreciated. The profit from the concession sales is a huge benefit to the league, offsetting many costs.  We will continue the program of requiring each team to provide staffing at the concession stand once per season for a one hour shift before or after your child’s game.  Please volunteer your time for that short period to help our league. High school students who wish to fulfill community service requirements with our league may volunteer their time.

Sponsors:  To help reduce costs, the league recruits team sponsors. If you or your company is interested in sponsoring a team, please contact Shawn Putnam at 301-884-9623 for further information. Sponsorship is $150/season or $250/two seasons.

Referees:  Anyone interested in refereeing for NSL should contact Mike Flanagan at nslrefs@yahoo.com

Rainouts:  If games are canceled due to rain or snow or any other unforeseen conditions, you will be notified as quickly as possible. We will play in damp, wet weather. If it is lightly drizzling, we may play. Games will be canceled upon hard rain/downpours, lightning, or deep standing water on the field. Games that are canceled may be rescheduled during weeknights depending on the availability of referees. You will be notified of any rescheduled games. You can check our website at www.smnsl.org or call at 443-684-0153 after 7:30 AM for early notification of rainouts.

Parking:  Please park in designated areas only. Do not block corners, roadways, etc. We must leave room for ambulances to reach every field. Please be considerate and use common sense when parking your vehicle.  Parking at Chaptico Park continues to be an issue with the county’s Recreation and Parks Department.  There is plenty of parking available though some areas may require a longer walk.  Enjoy the walk through the park as you stroll to your child’s game!

Conduct:  The NSL is a recreational league for instructional soccer. The league does not post scores or standings. Please remember that while competition is great, winning is not everything. The character that is built during youth sports is far more important than the team’s win/loss record. Parents, coaches, and players should conduct themselves as ladies and gentlemen and pass along a positive attitude to our developing players and referees. Please understand that all referees’ decisions and calls are final. Many of our referees are as young as 13 years old and are doing the best they can.  Refereeing is difficult even for adults and it is impossible for a referee to see all that is happening on the field.  Conversely, referees often see things coaches and parents don’t.  Referees also are familiar with the more obscure rules of soccer that define infractions differently under different circumstances.  Parents must refrain from inappropriate comments to referees, coaches, and players. Coaches will be held strictly accountable for the conduct of their sidelines. Obnoxious or insulting spectators will be asked to leave. Please remember that we are here to play soccer and have fun. 
Rec Plus:  We have several Rec Plus teams in the U-8, U-10, U-12, and U-14 divisions.  Games are played at locations in St. Mary’s, Charles, and Calvert Counties.  Interested parties should contact Jamie Jett at the number below.

Select League:  For those wishing to play at a level higher than Rec Plus, we are part of an alliance with Calvert and LaPlata select clubs called the Patuxent Football Academy.  Opportunities to play on PFA teams can be found by going to the NSL or PFA website, patuxentfa.com.  Training opportunities for coaches are also available with PFA.  Places on teams come up intermittently so check the website frequently.  Please contact Barry Lewis at 301-904-9635 for information.
Pictures & Trophies:  All pictures will be taken Saturday, April 30th at Chaptico by Classic Photography and Imaging.  .  Pictures will be mailed directly to your home from the photographer.  All correspondence should go to the photographer. For trophy related questions, contact Trophies by Design at 301-475-1800. Trophy money is due to your coach by May 7th.  The cost of trophies is expected to increase this season. We are working with the trophy supplier to keep costs low.
Event Dates:


Coaches Meeting:
Wednesday, March 23rd at Lettie Dent (cafeteria) at 6:45 p.m.
NYSCA Coaches Clinic:
TBA, check website; www.smnsl.org
Referees Meeting:
Contact Mike Flanagan at nslrefs@yahoo.com

First Game:

Adult/U19 Divisions: Friday, April 8th, Youth Divisions: Saturday, April 9th 

Last Game:

Adult/U19 Divisions:  Friday, June 17th, Youth Divisions:  Saturday June 18th 
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